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What is Wealth? 
By Sharon Van Name 

Many people make a regular habit of buying 

lottery tickets. Others only occasionally 

purchase one when the jackpot is particularly 

large. All of them are hoping to join the ranks 

of the wealthy.  But what do we really mean by 

“wealth”? 

      One economic definition is that wealth is 

the value of all the assets of worth owned by a 

person or other entity. In other words, it is the 

accumulation of scarce resources. At least, that 

is the prevailing modern, Western view. But 

not all societies have defined wealth in terms 

of accumulation. 

      On important occasions such as a birth or 

death in the family, the Athabaskan people of 

northwest North America hold a feast and 

ceremony called a potlatch. During this 

gathering, the host provides abundant food 

and the guest show their appreciation with 

singing and dancing. The potlatch concludes 

with the host distributing a large quantity of 

gifts to all in attendance. Wealth is measured 

by how much is given away. 

      Giving generously enhances the status of 

the host, but it also cements relationships 

within the group. The nature of a gift freely 

given is very different than that of a 

transaction where goods are bought and sold. 

A gift creates a bond between the giver and the 

recipient. For the donor, it says “I see you and I 

care about you. I want you to share in my good  

fortune.” The receiver experiences gratitude 

and a sense of the need for future reciprocity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      All of us know that times of plenty are 

followed by times of scarcity. In our societies, 

we tend to guard against want by 

accumulating individual wealth. We tell fables 

like The Ant and The Grasshopper that praise 

hard work and storing up excess for times of 

need.   

      But other people have a different view. One 

saying among indigenous people is that the 

best place to store excess food is in the belly of 

your neighbor. Keeping him well fed and 

strong ensures that he will be able to help you 

when you are hungry. Trust in people replaces 

trust in things. Keeping only what you need 

and sharing the rest becomes the true measure 

of wealth. 

      The potlatch tradition is a part of a much 

larger, more intricate social network that 

would be virtually impossible for us to 

emulate. Still, the Roman philosopher Marcus 

Aurelius said, “The only wealth which you will 

keep forever is the wealth you have given 

away.” It is worth our time to think about how 

we personally define wealth. Is it what we 

have, or what we give away? How do we 

move more toward a sense of abundance and 

trust? 

 

Brown Baggers Celebrate 35+ Years 

of Camaraderie! 
By Lee Patterson 

Come join the fun! Brown Baggers is a social 

activity for all UUFW women. We meet 

monthly for lunch (brown bag) and friendly 
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conversation. There is no specific agenda. We 

talk about anything and everything—books, 

trips, food, children, health, politics. One or 

two women offer to host each month. If you 

don’t want to have a meeting in your house, 

we can meet in the Fellowship Hall or (weather 

permitting) outdoors. The hostess provides 

drinks and dessert. People attend as schedules 

allow—every month or once or twice a year. 

It’s a great way to get to know fellow members 

a little better.  

   

BB began in the 1980’s when a group of retired 

women got together to provide monthly light 

housekeeping services for the Fellowship and 

stayed after for some socializing time. When 

the Fellowship was able to hire a custodian, the 

group continued to meet and grew.  

      BB meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month 

at noon. The only requirement is to let the 

hostess know you are planning to attend. The 

hostess is identified in the UUFW Weekly 

Reminders and the Sunday announcements. 

      BB is great way to make new friends. Hope 

to see you at one of the meetings. 
 

 

Upcoming Social Justice Event 

Bryan Stevenson, founder of the Equal Justice 

Initiative in Montgomery, AL and author of 

Just Mercy, A Story of Justice and Redemption, is 

speaking at UVA on Tuesday, March 28 at 7:00 

p.m. If we can buy a group block of 20 or more 

tickets, they are $6 instead of $8. See Steve 

Maxwell to sign up.  

 

A Prayer for People at War 

Spirit of Life, God of Justice, Mother of 

Creation, ● You call us to embody equity and 

freedom in our lives. ● You are present in 

every struggle to overcome oppression with 

peace and justice. ● And though our siblings in 

Ukraine are half a world away from us,  

we seek to be as near to them as we might in 

spirit and in prayer. ● Strengthen and 

encourage the noble cause of the citizens and 

religious leaders of Ukraine. ● Inspire wisdom, 

understanding and compassion in the hearts 

and minds of the members of the Russian 

government. ● Comfort those who suffer in 

this and all struggles for peace and justice in 

our world. ● We seek to be useful instruments 

in solidarity with the people of Ukraine, and so 

we rededicate ourselves to living lives 

examined through the lens of right relationship 

internationally. ● Our prayer is that in this 

very moment, wisdom and compassion will 

guide our hands and our hearts. 

May it be so. 

Amen. 

This prayer was written in 2007 by Eric Cherry in 

response to events in Burma and adapted for the 

current conflict in Ukraine. It is currently printed 

on the UUA website.  


